
Choosing and Caring for 
Nylon Halters 
 

Premium nylon halters are 

soft and supple, never stiff. 

Good ones are two or 

three plies thick. They're 

colorful, inexpensive, and 

easy to care for, making 

them most horse owners' 

favorite everyday halter. 

Well maintained nylon 

halters can last for decades. Here’s how to keep them pretty and functional for 

many years: 

 

 Store nylon halters indoors to prevent the nylon stiffening, which, hung in 

direct sunlight it will do over time.  

 

 When you buy a new nylon halter choose a strong, soft, high quality item 

with solid brass or stainless steel fittings. One really good nylon halter, 

well cared for, will outlast 3 or 4 stiff, poorly made items. Don’t choose a 

halter with leather linings; with age, they become brutally stiff. Some 

colors last longer than others and color stability varies from brand to 

brand. Lighter colored halters are generally easier to re-color should you 

choose to do so. 

 

 To clean a nylon halter submerge it in a pail of warm water at least 

overnight, then scrub away grime with a castoff toothbrush. Or saturate 

the halter with laundry stain remover before knotting it into a pillowcase 

and laundering it in your washer’s cold or warm setting using laundry 

detergent. After air drying, trim away “fuzzies” with sharp shears or 

carefully singe them in a candle flame. 



 

 Faded nylon halters can be partially color rejuvenated by dying them in 

double strength Rit dye solution. Follow the package instructions exactly. 

Keep in mind that resulting colors won’t be rich as when the halter was 

new. Experiment with a single halter to make certain you like the results 

before committing all of your halters to a Rit makeover. 

 

 Another way to spruce up dull colors is to soak the halter in a strong 

solution made from acrylic liquid colors, the sort used to decorate t-shirts 

and other garments. Or carefully daub the nylon with colorful leather dye. 

Again, don’t expect these colors to look brand new. 

 

 Renew frayed holes by very carefully heating a metal rod or a very large 

nail in a propane flame and re-burning them. Wear oven mitts! If burning 

creates jagged plastic build ups, lightly sand their edges with fine grit 

sandpaper. 

 

- An excerpt from Horse Tips & Tricks; More Than 400 Ways to Care for Your 

Horse Better, Safer, Faster, Cheaper, by Sue Weaver 

 
Visit my Economical Horsekeeping blog to read and download more how-to items 

like this one. 

 

http://www.economicalhorsekeeping.com/

